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Architect Mahesh
Punjabi gives a basic
Mumbai apartment an
expansive ambience
and plush accents.
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A corridor with extravagant gold-leafed niches backed
with mirror greets you at the entrance, where wooden
rafters on the ceiling house the lighting. A painting of
the Buddha, and one of Ganesha which is actually a
painted shutter concealing the main distribution board,
reside here. The split level living-dining area has a
dining table with a central runner in glass, under which
pebbles or flowers can be placed to create myriad table
settings. One step down a triangular floating glass step
leads to the main living area. Silver leaf on the ceiling
lends a luxurious appeal, while the different ceiling
heights house cove lighting.




name plate inlaid in
mother-of-pearl on
the front door should
prep w for what
you are about to see as you walk
around this three-bedroom
apartment i the Mumba suburb
of Juhu. If%s cerminly opulent
marble amd mimmor, hanes ot gold
leaf and rich s is = but the
real slickness lies in the way
Mahesh Punjabi has disguoised
the previously awkward clemenis
throughout the interiors, by
using Travertino marble wall
cladding and ercating ceilin
different heights, Problem beams
and eolumns, which could con
stitte a design nightmare, have
been defily oreated o ook pre
mcditated, What could be a bet
ter acoodade po anyone’s sesthetic

ape Bajni Gupta had o contend

with thar bane of the existence of

all designers — srringent vaastu
requiremens!

Enter this apartment, and you
find vourself in a corridor
enlivencd with extravagant gold-
leafed niches backed with mir-
ror, for holding artefacres.,
Wooden rafrers on the ceiling
heause the hghting. A painboing of
the Buddha catches vour atten-
tieH, as does one of anesha,
which is actually a painged shur
ter concealing the main distnbu
teen board

The split levels of the L-shaped
living-dining area turns an ordi-
nary space into an architectural
feature, It is an expansive area,
ideal for cntertaning, with a <in

ing table that incorporates a ¢en

tral manner in glass, under which
pebbles or Howers can be placed
to create varied table sctrings.
Mearby 15 a sudy mable and two
scating arcas, as well as a livgle
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sacred space for the family
deites, housed behind a decora
tive shutter of gold-painted glass
:!1'1|_'1_1 AT A frangular Boatng
glass step, and you enter the
in living area, whose textured
white walls form a canvas for a
-fit wnit o
paper, which he s artefacts as
well as the music svetem and
ome theatre, The L ped
Ceonducive B CONversid
15 10 clean, non-fossy

-rr.11-=.-_|11 lincs, which are slow 1o

. and the cemtre and @

om-made mural of
i, and

cr [eaf

ceiling
have been handled
HPOrating




cove Hghting and geometric lay-
ering, to look like a planned
design feature

The grey and whirte
kitchen, with walls clad in granire
and prey quanz mosaic, and ghiss
blescks fitted near the wandow o
enhance the light, has a fresh,
pristine look, The cabinets are
casy to maintain, with glossy
white poly-coated shutters and
stainbess steel baskers, and have all
been customized to suit the

cirial

clicnt’™s requirements. A frameless

glass sliding door shuts off

unavoidable nose in the kivchen
irom the rest of the howse. A
cleverly painted panel on the cor-
riclor wall conceals access for wer
vicing the door firting. A painted,
marble-clad alcove in one wall
ensures that the refrigerator and
washing machine are neatly
aligned with the counters. All the
derails have been painstakingly
winrked o

Diagonially across the kitchen is

the master bedroom, in newreal
l'r-ri.!.-.:._ walnut and el iy, Yo see
what appears to be Mahesh
Punjabi’s signature treatment of
an awkward column alongside
the hecadboard of the bed.
Instead of attempring o align i
with the rest of the wall and los-
Ing 1-'J-|IIJ-|."'|'ﬂ!' I:il.'|'|r.':~, [iFS I'"“"F" 1k
further into relief by cladding
with small blacks of Travertino,
laid in a criss-cross :..'.:|||.|. he
same pattern 15 echoed in the
vencer on the central shutrer of
the wardrobe, Other alcoves in
the walls provide storage for
small necessities. The batheoom
HACs & S itless whire Australian
marble, interspersed with a
Ir.nhp.1r-:u: |'IJ.I:L-\:|:|||.'d blue :.:|.1“
miosaic, and the basin on top of
the counter has a very contcm
porary appeal

[he L!1'-II|,1|'-I:IL'I'-:~ bedrooimn has a
sophasticated colour scheme, with
a woven faux leather headboard
and Zebrano veneer on the




wardrobes. The piece de pesis-
mance 5 the hathroom counter,
'“-h.ll.:h i.‘- IJ.I.'l:I:'I."li'ufl.:u' ‘.|r|||1E|.'. I:1I1II.'
lavers of sandwiched Crema mar-
bile sit arop another counter of
WERnge, below which are I'llr.'.|1in‘_1.'\I
cabiners, in a look which is Beo-
metrically minimal. Mosaic is
created for the walls, by
painstakingly cutting a heavily
veined brown marble into
squares, (o be uvused az wall
cladding, along with grev ules,
Enter the guest bedroom, and
VRl Are E'IIIE.L"-H.I'I'II'I.' -.|.|.|51n.~\.-|.'d b s
a't:I:I'IIk.I.' '-II'I'IF"IIII.'IIZ'I.' Al L'il_{tl.l 'i]1|.|1'
|1'i3.'\.|1 '“'lHH.l:" l1|Jt.|-lZ1I:I'I1 ||1_'I! ||'IL1.'!'\|
Lp half the floor space, I!|r|1|1i:-.|
with a marttress, Strip lighting
under the platform gives it viswal
lighimess. The wardrobe appears
o be almodr oo slim o be fine-
oonal, ll the architect explains

thar it has been recessed inpo the

ten-inch-thick wall. The combi-
and black
Carbalho veneers and the !l,l.l,l.l'

IIJliﬂII |r:|' Erl.":,'
cacss i1:|\I;J.|'||:|'.||i|::|r| ol Eln'\a.:.' ]_1.::-|:|.'-
coatmg with matte melamine pu]-
sl has an undenable 1|||1|1|,'.1.| The
I.'\IJHII'I.JIIII'H |1|1‘| o LRIES I.'I.I counter
|'IIH1 ICI.".'ﬂ[h [Ill.' OVer-counter
basin concept as well as the com-
binarion of mosaic with marble
on 1|'||.' '-'a'-]ll.‘- J:I!IJ |'||:u||:jr|.5.
Crucially, the mosaie on the floaor
|.'||. rlll.' :.|'||:-1.'|'1.'r adFCa% I"I’il"l'il.l.i.":
canential ann-skid |'||:|r]1|:r1ii.'~..
'|.'|'|r|r|.1;..'_|1|::||.|l the apartment, the

nsc of mosaic, the creation of
niches, as well as the treatment of

J.'l-'l'k'l'u'd.rIJ hI:'JI11'|- .||I1I.|. Ll.:l.ll.llsll'lh
appears a5 a leapmont, giving the
appearance of an intencional
design element. Budger con-
straints required that mest of the

o 1di
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furniture be made on sare and the
r'll::ll:l:r::l:ll.', 1!31'|.||:||_.:]1l.|ul 1% a4 marte
vitrfied tle. The combination of
direct and ambient lighting, both
fluorescent as well as incandes-
cent, creates different moods
,1|;-;|::|n1|.|15 to the rECUIrEImCTIis of
the wsers and has a -.4|F'-|1:|'.-ri.;.11|-:1|'|
.‘l-! AT
importantly, the ownecrs arc
delighted with their sparkling
FICSY ]:II:II'I'II.-. “

'-"allil.']:l i:'l '|II1:I:I!|i"\||.iIiJ.I1I.1.'




